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TOMASOV, Agnes 
From Ge11eratio11 to Ge11eratio11 (Tlte 
Azrieli Series of Holocaust Survivor 
Menwirs, Series 3) 
The Azrieli Foundation, 2010. l 57p. Illus. Gr. 
10-12. 978-1 -897470-1 9-0. Pbk. Free 
Agnes Tomasov relates 
the story of her family 's 
I ife under the totalitarian 
regimes of the Nazis and 
later the Communists in 
Czechoslovakia. As a four-
teen-year-old, Agnes and 
her family spent a harrow-
ing time hiding with Slova-
kian partisans in the Low 
Tatra Mountains forests 
before German occupation forced them to es-
cape high into the mountains. After the war, 
they returned to Czechoslovakia, where she met 
and married her husband Joe Tomasov . When 
Joe was arrested as an anti-Communist, Agnes 
was left alone to support her two children until 
her husband was eventually released. They de-
fected to Canada in 1968. 
The conclusion to the memoir includes de-
scriptions of the various trips that Agnes and 
Joe took after they emigrated to Canada. For 
Agnes, these trips are significant because, "for 
those ofus who survived both the terrible years 
of Nazi persecution and the oppressive years of 
Communism, being able to see the world, to 
travel wherever we liked, was a dream come 
true." Her narrative is an interesting, engaging 
memoir of family relations, political upheavals, 
and hope for a better life. 
Striking endpapers document the lengthy 
history of Jewish life in Europe and the number 
of Jews murdered between 1939 and 1945. Har-
old Troper of the University of Toronto pro-
vides a helpful introduction to the larger histori-
cal context of Agnes' memoir and the book also 
includes a helpful glossary. This is one of the 
latest books appearing from the Azrieli Founda-
tion, which was established to "collect, preserve 
and share the memoirs and diaries written by 
survivors" of the Nazi genocide who now call 
Canada home. The book is available free from 
the Foundation' s website. 
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